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SUBJECT: R/V THOMPSON RESEARCH CRUISE AND RSS SHACKLETON 
INCIDENT 

REF: A) STATE 28283; (B) LONDON 819; (C) LONDON 1376 

1. REETELS B & C GIVE BRITISH VIEWS ON DISPUTE WITH 
ARGENTINA ON SHACKLETON COMMISSION. 

2. IN NOVEMBER 1975, WHEN PREPARATIONS FOR COMMISSION 
WERE UNDERWAY, GOA INFORMED BRITISH EMBASSY IN BUENOS 
AIRES THAT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH WITHIN TWO HUNDRED MILES 
OE THE COAST OR ON THE ARGENTINE CONTINENTAL SHELF RE- 
QUIRES ARGENTINE AUTHORIZATION. WHEN ARQENTINE DESTROYER 
FIRED ON SHACILETON LAST WEDNESDAY, THE SHIP WAS OPERAT- 
ING THREE HUNDRED MILES EROM ARGENTINE COAST, BUT LESS 
THAN A HUNDRED MILES SOUTH OE EALKLAND ISLANDS OVER WHICH 
ARGENTINA CLAIMS SOVEREIGNTY. ARGENTINA WOULD THEREEORE 
ASSERT THAT SHACKLETON WAS OPERATING ILLEGALLY IN ARGEN- 
TINE TERRITORIAL WATERS, A CONTENTION WHICH HMG REJECTS. 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LONDON 01978 061818Z 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

3. WE AGREE THAT SHACKLETON INCIDENT IS AN EXPRESSION OE 
THE UK-GOA EALKLANDS DISPUTE, BUT IT CANNOT BE EASIEY 
SEPARATED EROM ARGENTINE CEAIMS REGARDING RESEARCH IN ITS 
WATERS. ARGELTINES MAY WISH TO APPEAR CONSISTENT IN 
THEIR CLAIMS REGARDING RESEARCH IN TERRITORIAL WATERS OR 
ON CONTINENTAL SHELF, AND THEREEORE UNIVERSITY OE WASH- 
INGTON VESSEL COULD WELL BE AFEECTED. 
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